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The spare, formal grammar of the paint-
ings in Damien Flood’s Zerra Incognita,
withlinear flourishes and enigmatic, some-
times tear-shaped motifs against back-
ground expanses, has echoes of the great
Joan Mir6, though with a quite different
palette. Where Mir6 delights in bold prima-
ry colours, Flood’s palette tends to be
more muted, toned-down and earthy, even

though he certainly does use colour, and

lots of it. Like Mird, he is dealing in this ex-
hibition with memory. And like Mir6, he
approachesitin terms of personahsed styl-
ised details, linked to specific images and
things, though for the most part not obvi-

In hisworkto date he hasshown aninter-
est in conceptual bids to understand the
world, both orthodox and unorthodox,
from philosophical theories to alchemical
dreams. His paintings suggest that he is
drawn to the essential strangeness that
links all such enterprises.

He embarked on this projectby askinga
question suitably in tune with his previous
concerns: What is it to know a place? To
find out, he looked to straightforward his-
torical research and one-to-one interviews
with residents of the Diin Laoghaire area.
The upshot is a sense of a place in terms of
the individual, usually unseen and largely
unstated histories of those who live there.
Flood focuses on precise details culled

- from the stories he has heard.

‘ ‘ Where Miré delights
: in bold primary
colours, Flood’s palette
tends to be more muted,
toned-down and earthy

Just as important is a sense of the
ground of each painting as acontext, a gen-
erative layer that can incorporate both the
physical, topographical precinct and the
psychological landscape — the mixture of
outer and inner worlds that we each inhab-
it. The outer gains primacy in Cinder, aref-
erence to a fire that destroyed a church.
Captainlooks to the harbour and is a con-
templation of experience and retirement.
Playground indicates the commonality of
experience in a lifelong friendship. Once
youenterinto the spiritofthings, itis an en-
gaging show. Until August 27th,
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